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Friedhelm Loh Group donates record sum of 930,000 euros to flood victims
The images are unforgettable: a few weeks ago, torrential rain in parts of Germany led to major flooding, causing almost unimaginable destruction. The owner and employees of the Friedhelm Loh Group were united in wanting to help. They rapidly collected a total of 930,000 euros – more than ever before in the company’s long history of donations. The money will be made available quickly and unbureaucratically to programs designed to aid schools and kindergartens, youth work and support for the elderly, as well as to private persons via official donation accounts.  
Herborn, Germany, 3 September 2021 – In mid-July, we witnessed footage and photos of terrible scenes following exceptionally serious flooding in the states of Rhineland-Palatinate and North Rhine-Westphalia. Strong rainfall caused huge flash floods, leading to more than 180 deaths and damage in the billions of euros. Many families, as well as schools, kindergartens, and many non-profit organisations lost many of their possessions and assets, and now face months of clean-up and restoration work.
As a family-owned company, it was clear that the Friedhelm Loh Group would support those people in need. Employees showed exceptional generosity, raising a sum that was then tripled by Prof. Friedhelm Loh, owner and CEO of the Friedhelm Loh Group. This was augmented by donations from members of the Loh family. In total, these efforts quickly raised 930,000 euros for flood victims. It is the highest amount donated in the company’s history. Prof. Friedhelm Loh expressed his thanks to all employees for their solidarity: “You have sent out a clear and moving message: that you empathise with the victims and that you are willing to help the people now in a dramatic emergency situation.”  Additionally, many employees themselves travelled to the areas impacted to provide on-site assistance, or organised relief programs. As Prof. Friedhelm Loh emphasised: “Your actions are exemplary.”
Support in the crisis regions
The company is distributing the funds via the charitable Rittal Foundation of the Friedhelm Loh Group. The donations will be shared amongst projects and local non-profit organisations to help kindergartens, schools, youth work and support for the elderly. To this end, the foundation is in close contact with local people to gain insights into the degree and type of damage incurred, and to identify what form of aid is required and what purchases need to be made.
Recipients include kindergartens in Leverkusen, the Philipp Freiherr von Boeselager School in Ahrweiler, the Paul Klee School in Leichlingen, the Lebenshilfe care home in Sinzig and the Caritas church-led charity in Euskirchen. The financial aid will enable them to repair flood damage, to acquire vehicles to transport goods or school students, and to rebuild playgrounds. There will also be assistance for specialist advice and psychological counselling. In addition, a share of the donations will be given to accounts set up by local government agencies, churches and aid organisations, therefore helping private persons in a direct and timely manner.
[bookmark: _Hlk80185476]Helping the wider community
Responsibility for the community has been a core value of the Friedhelm Loh Group since the foundation of Rittal 60 years ago. That each and every individual counts is underlined by the traditional annual donation for regional institutions and international aid organisations. In recent years, employees and management have collected more than five million euros.
Since its establishment in 2011, the Rittal Foundation has used the income from its assets to support non-profit organisations and projects in education, church-based welfare work , integration, culture and science. It has already provided more than two million euros for good causes. “We are grateful for having a good life. It is a gift. That is why we are passionate about helping people who are in need. We all bear a responsibility for the community in which we live,” states Prof. Friedhelm Loh.
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Caption(s)
Image 1: Paul Klee School in Leichlingen, North Rhine-Westphalia, is among the recipients. This school for children and young people with severe physical and mental disabilities was under 1.75 metres of water, damaging the building and destroying all medical equipment, furniture and fittings. (Photo credits: LVR-Paul-Klee-Schule)
[bookmark: _Hlk80194549]Image 2 (fri21205900): Friedhelm Loh Group employees provided on-site assistance, including in Alzey-Worms county, experiencing first-hand the destructive force of the floods.
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Friedhelm Loh Group
A global player, the Friedhelm Loh Group (F.L.G.) invents, develops, and makes made-to-measure products and integrated solutions for manufacturers, distributors, and other businesses. The Friedhelm Loh Group’s companies belong to the top addresses in their respective industries – as inventors and competent producers. They include the world’s leading provider of modular platforms for enclosures, power distribution, climate control and IT infrastructure (Rittal); Europe’s number one supplier of software solutions for plant engineering, general engineering, and manufacturing; and a specialist in integrated manufacturing with state-of-the-art materials – steel, aluminium, and plastics (Stahlo und LKH). German Edge Cloud, a start-up company specialises in edge and cloud systems for data-sensitive companies. As a founder member of GAIA-X, it also supports the establishment of a competitive and sovereign data infrastructure in Europe.
The family business is active world-wide with 12 production sites and 94 international subsidiaries. The proprietor-run Friedhelm Loh Group employs 11,600 people and generated revenues of €2.6 billion in 2019. For the thirteenth time in succession, the group has won the accolade “Top German Employer” in 2021. Within the scope of a Germany-wide survey, Focus Money magazine identified the Friedhelm Loh Group as one of the nation’s best providers of vocational training for the fifth time in 2021.
For more information, visit www.friedhelm-loh-group.com.
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